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Abstract 
The aim of the research is to evaluate the qualities and improve the existing condition of the parks. Differences among parks in the 
Aydin city center are evaluated in terms of urban equipments and activities. 
Maintenance of Aydin’s parks are at the moderate level. Maintenance and maintainance of the parks directly affected from the 
limited budget. Spatial and vegetational maintenances of parks in Aydin are not sufficient. 
According to the results of the research, improving the the qualities of the parks in the neighborhoods and increasing the budget 
and personnel that assigned to maintenance of the parks are essential. 
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1. Introduction 
Successful public spaces are lively places where the many functions of community life take place, and where 
people feel ownership and connectedness-true common ground [1]. There are different types of public spaces. Parks 
are one of these public spaces that serve residents who live in a settlement. A public park is any area or portions of 
areas dedicated or designated by any Federal, State or local agency primarily for public recreational use [2]. 
Definitions of the parks have been created according to their functions. A park is a protected area, in its natural or 
semi-natural state, or planted, and set aside for human recreation and enjoyment, or for the protection of wildlife or 
natural habitats [3]. Another description of a park is that park is a piece of open land for recreational use in an urban 
area [4]. Many parks are legally protected by law [3]. 
Parks can be divided into active and passive recreation. Active recreation is that which require intensive 
development and often involves cooperative or team activity, including playgrounds, ball fields and skateparks. 
Passive recreation is that which emphasizes the open-space aspect of a park and which involves a low level of 
development, including picnic areas and trails. Organized football matches take place in parks [3]. 
Four types of park continue to exist in urban areas such as city park, district park, neighborhood park and pocket 
park. Because of the large amount of open space and natural habitat in the former pleasure grounds, they now serve 
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as important wildlife refuges, and often provide the only opportunity for urban residents to hike or picnic in a semi-
wild area [5]. 
An urban park is also known as green space because it provides some trees, grass or plants in an area that is 
otherwise made up of concrete and pavement. Urban parks are accessible to the public. The amenities these open 
green spaces offer vary depending on each park. Larger urban parks may have many recreation options, such as 
soccer or baseball fields, boating ramps and tennis courts. Even the smallest urban park usually has a few walking 
trails as well as benches or picnic tables [6]. 
A neighborhood urban park may have a play area for children that features climbing equipment and swing sets 
[6]. 
Central Park in New York City is one of the most popular urban parks in the world. An estimated 25 million 
people visit the American urban park each year. Central Park features human-made ponds and lakes as well as 
natural forest areas. The property also includes a zoo, ice rinks, a swimming pool and an outdoor theater [6]. 
2. The Public Value of The Parks 
Urban parks are all too often overlooked or taken for granted as opportunities for cities, towns and regions to 
enhance the value of their unique and irreplaceable resources, which set them apart as places where people love to 
live. In truth, investing in parks as community assets is an important economic development strategy that will help a 
city or town stay competitive in the 21st Century [1]. 
Parks have long been recognized as major contributors to the physical and aesthetic quality of urban 
neighborhoods [7]. 
Initiative, a wide-ranging effort to determine how to improve the quality of urban parks, particularly in low-
income neighborhoods, and to broaden urban leaders' understanding of the importance of parks to the health and 
vitality of cities [7]. 
Many smaller neighborhood parks are receiving increased attention and valuation as significant community assets 
and places of refuge in heavily populated urban areas [3]. 
3. History of Public Parks 
The world's first public park is claimed to be the City Park, Budapest, Hungary, which was property of the 
Batthyány family. Some years later the Count Batthyány ordered that it should be established as a public park. The 
second public park in the world is the Peel Park, Salford, England opened on 22 August 1846. Another possible 
claimant for status as the world's first public park is Boston Common (Boston, Massachusetts, USA), set aside in 
1634, whose first recreational promenade, Tremont Mall, dates from 1728. Common as Washington Park was 
proposed [3]. 
In the late 19th century, large tracts of land on the outskirts of cities were purchased by city governments to create 
"pleasure grounds": semi-open, charmingly landscaped areas whose primary purpose was to allow city residents, 
especially the workers, to relax in nature. As time passed and the urban area grew around the parks, land in these 
parks was used for other purposes, such as zoos, golf courses and museums. These parks continue to draw visitors 
from around the region and are considered regional parks, because they require a higher level of management than 
smaller local parks [5]. 
In the early 1900s, according to Cranz, U.S. cities built neighborhood parks with swimming pools, playgrounds 
and civic buildings, with the intention of Americanizing the immigrant residents. In the 1950s, when money became 
available after World War II, new parks continued to focus on both outdoor and indoor recreation with services, such 
as sports leagues using their ball fields and gymnasia. These smaller parks were built in residential neighborhoods, 
and tried to serve all residents with programs for seniors, adults, teens and children. Green space was of secondary 
importance [5]. 
As urban land prices climbed, new urban parks in the 1960s and after have been mainly pocket parks. These small 
parks provide greenery, a place to sit outdoors, and often a playground for children [5]. 
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4. Study Area 
In this paper, common features of the urban parks (city, district and neighborhood parks) in the city of Aydin were
studied according to their amenities. 
The study area comprises some neighborhoods of Aydin, including Adnan Menderes, Ata, Cuma, Cumhuriyet,
Efeler, Fatih, Girne, Güzelhisar, Kemer, Kurtuluú, Meúrutiyet, Mimar Sinan, Osman Yozgatlı, Yedi Eylül and Zafer.
Featuıres of the 36 urban parks in the selected neighborhoods were examined (Fig. 1). 
 
Fig. 1: City map of Aydin. 
5. Material and Methods 
Materials of the research include neighborhoods and urban parks. The list of parks and neighborhoods that taken
from the municipality of Aydin supports the study in the field works. 
Thirty six parks that were 1000 m2 and larger were selected randomly. Then, parks were divided in to two groups
as district, neighborhood. Selected parks were examined according to the their amenities such as benches, barbecues,
lighting, rubbish boxes, fountains and plant containers. Maintenance of the parks is another quality that examined in
the study. 
6. Results 
Thirty six parks were examined in the study. Most of the neighborhoods of the study have one or two parks. Six
neighborhoods have one parks and four of the neighborhoods have two parks. Girne is a neighborhood that has the
highest number of parks in. It has eight parks (Table 1). 
Twenty six different types of activities were observed in the parks of Aydin. Parks that the highest number of
activities are the Historical Pınarbasi Recreation and Picnic Area and Aytepe Recreation Area. Two of the parks have
eight acitivities. Parks which have the lowest number of activities are seven These parks have two activities (Table
2). 
In the study, parks were evaluated according to the types of activities and amenities that they had. Some activities
are passsive or active. Bench is the most used amenity that parks have it. 91.67 percent of the parks have benches
(Table 3). 
Playground is the first activity that 97.22 percent of the parks include. Another important activities or amenities 
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for parks are basketball court and buffet. Basketball court and buffet were observed nearly in the half the parks. 
Only, one of the parks has security. There are restrooms in 13.89 percent of the parks. 
Table 1. Number of parks according to the neighborhoods. 
Neighborhoods Number of Parks 
Adnan Menderes 2 
Ata 2 
Cuma 1 
Cumhuriyet 1 
Efeler 4 
Fatih 1 
Girne 8 
Guzelhisar 2 
Kemer 4 
Kurtulus 1 
Mesrutiyet 3 
Mimar Sinan 2 
Osman Yozgatli 1 
Yedi Eylul 1 
Zafer 3 
Total 
15 36 
Table 2. Number of activities according to the parks in Aydin. 
Neighborhoods Parks 
Number of Activities 
and Amenities 
Center of Mental Handicapped 2 Adnan Menderes 
M.Dogan Uluerguven 5 
Saime Cambazoglu 4 Ata 
Ziya Gokalp 3 
Cuma Egemenlik 5 
Cumhuriyet Nevzat Bicer 4 
Erol Uysal 4 
Murat Cebeci 8 
Emekli Bas Ögretmen Ulvi Cetin 2 
Efeler 
Fidanlik 4 
Fatih Sehit Ozcan Ozer 5 
Yazar Ali Rıza Ertan 4 
Sehit Nasuh Yılmaz 4 
Sehit Isa Iren 3 
Sehit AbdurrahimCakır 5 
Girne 2 
Sehit Ali Ozdemir 2 
Sehit Firat Lokmacı 4 
Girne 
Sehit Atgm.Muharrem Tutucu 3 
Ataturk 3 Guzelhisar 
Kardes Sehir Tataristan Bugulma 4 
Kemer Ayko 8 
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Izmir 6 
M.Fevzi Cakmak 3 
Sehit Adnan Karakaya 2 
Kurtulus Sehit Selim Kerim Ceri 2 
Genclik 6 
Sehit Kubilay 4 Mesrutiyet 
Ismet Sezgin 6 
Sehit Neset Sarikaya 4 Mimar Sinan 
Sehit Mustafa Korkmaz 5 
Osman Yozgatli Nuri Sanlı 4 
Yedi Eylul  Yedi Eylul 6 
Aytepe Recreation Area 14 
Aytepe 2 Zafer 
Historical Pınarbasi Recreation and Picnic Area 15 
Table 3. Types of activities and amenities that were seen in the parks. 
Types of Activities Number of Parks Percentage of Parks (%) 
Bench 33 91.67 
Playground 35 97.22 
Restroom 5 13.89 
Cafe 9 25.00 
Buffet 17 47.22 
Tennis court 2 5.56 
Basketball court 16 44.44 
Pond 6 16.67 
Walking trails 8 22.22 
Fitness equipment 8 22.22 
Picnic area 4 11.11 
Rock garden 3 8.33 
Bicycle trails 2 5.56 
Amfiteatr 2 5.56 
Fountain 3 8.33 
Gameboard 1 2.78 
Artificial water fall 1 2.78 
Plant container 2 5.56 
Barbecue 2 5.56 
Roller skate court 1 2.78 
Mini golf court 1 2.78 
Park for Handicapped 1 2.78 
Sale office 2 5.56 
Security 1 2.78 
Telephone 1 2.78 
Scullery 1 2.78 
Areas of the parks were divided in to five groups. Areas of 52.78 percent of the parks are in the group of 2001-
5000 m2 Areas that are larger than 10000 m2 Percentage of the parks that their areas are larger than 10000 m2 is 8.34 
(Table 4).  
7. Discussions 
It can be said that parks that have many activities and amenities serve all city. But the location of the parks is an 
important issue for using of the parks in Aydin. Accesible parks are used by all the residents of Aydin. Because 
Atatürk park and Friend City Tataristan Bugulma park are located in the center of Aydin These parks continue to 
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draw visitors from around the city. 
Walking trails, picnic areas, modern playground equipments, artificial waterfalls, amfiteatrs, bicycle trails, 
basketball courts, mini golf courts and board games are the features of the some parks in Aydin. It can be seen that 
basketball is preferred more than other sports by people. Due to high population of the people under school age 
playgrounds were planned in every parks of Aydin. 
Parks that are larger than 10000 m2 serve in the urban scale. Atatürk park is only park with area of 10000 m2 that 
serve all residents in Aydin. There are more needs for bigger parks in Aydin not only social aspect but also 
economical. Areas of the most of the parks are not adeqaute for the some recreational activities. Park areas are not 
big eneough for being the habitat for wildlife.  
Table 4. Area of the parks in Aydin. 
Area of Parks (m2) Number of Parks (n) Percentage of Parks (%) 
1000-2000 9 25.00 
2001-5000 19 52.78 
5001-10000 5 13.89 
10001-20000 2 5.56 
20001-50000 1 2.78 
Total 36 100 
According to the results, maintenance of the parks in Aydin are in low level and green areas are untidy and rubber 
ground materials of the playgrounds in the some of the parks are not in a good situaion. In addition, there is no 
ground materials in some play grounds. 
In this study, it is determined that parks in the inner neighborhoods are more qualified than parks in the outer 
neighborhoods. The reasons of this situation are the educational and cultural level of the people who visit these parks 
and the budget and the stuff of the municipality of Aydin dedicated to maintenances of the parks. Not giving 
adequate importance to the parks, particularly in low-income neighborhoods is another reason for the negligence of 
the parks. Maintenances of the amenities of the parks in the city of Aydin were seen in the medium level. 
8. Conclusions 
Parks are crucial in promoting quality of life. They enable us to become involved and feel part of the community. 
They increase the opportunity to gain and develop new friendships and increase self esteem and confidence [8]. 
Community based parks offers an opportunity to meet people while enjoying a range of social, cultural or physical 
activities [8]. 
The most important point of the design of the parks is to determine how people have conscious about the usage of 
the parks. 
The main idea behind having public parks in cities is to provide a relaxing outdoor space as well as spaces for 
walking or other physical fitness activities [6]. 
The Parks and Gardens Directorate seeks to preserve and enhance the quality of life that residents enjoy by 
providing quality recreational facilities and opportunities regardless of age, race, sex, wealth and ability [9]. 
Maintenance, repairing, cleaning of the parks can not be carried on regularly due to limited budget. So visual 
pollution can be seen in the parks. Evaluating eceological qualities of the parks objectively is important for 
improving condition of the present sitituation and gaining green areas with highly habitat value for the urban 
environment. 
As most of the park have artifical surfaces such as concrete, and rubber, visitors of these parks can not allow city 
residents to relax in nature. Parks that have limited green areas and recreational facilities offer limited social and 
ecological benefits 
Urban parks have to get new roles to enhance social development along with recreational roles. Parks have crucial 
roles to develope and to be wealthy of our cities. Parks and green areas that surround parks should be not only places 
where people join the nature but also communicate each other socially and culturally. 
Urban parks should be planned as a open space system that comprises all the urban green areas, including squares 
and green belts. This planning concept increases the benefits of the parks to the cities. In the many cities, it can be 
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observed that benefits of the parks have not been understood sufficiently. 
References 
[1] Anonymous. Project for Public Spaces Official Web Site, 2010, http://www.pps.org/parks/approach/, Retrieved on 2010-03-20 
[2] Anonymous. National Recreation and Park Association Official Web Site, 2010, What is "Parks & Recreation, http://www.nrpa.org/Explore-
Parks-and-Recreation/What-is-Parks-and-Rec/What-is-Parks---Recreation-.aspx, Retrieved on 2010-03-27 
[3] Anonymous. Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Official Web Site, 2010, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parks, Retrieved on 2010-03-20 
[4] Anonymous. Princeton University Official Web Site, 2010, WordNet A Lexical Database for English, 
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?s=park, Retrieved on 2010-02-15 
[5] Cranz G. In The Politics of Park Design: A History of Urban Parks in America, Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press. 1982. 
[6] Anonymous. WiseGeek Clear Answers for Common Questions Official WebSite, 2010,  http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-an-urban-
park.htm, Retrieved on 2010-02-15 
[7] Walker C. The Public Value of Urban Parks, Beyond Recreation, A Broader View of Urban Parks, The Urban Institute, The Wallace 
Foundation, Washington, DC, 2004. 
[8] Anonymous. Recrend Freeservers Official Web Site, 2010, http://recrend.freeservers.com/whats_new.html, Retrieved on 2010-02-15 
[9] Anonymous. City of Anacortes, WA, Official Web Site, 2010, http://www.cityofanacortes.org/parks.asp, Retrieved on 2010-04-10. 
